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STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 
ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF 
AUGUST 24, 1912 AND MARCH 3, 1933 


Of OLp-T1IME NEW ENGLAND published at Boston, Massachusetts, for October 1, 1949 


State of Massachusetts | a 
County of Suffolk , 


Before me, a Notary Public in and for the State and county aforesaid, personally 
appeared David M. Kendall McKibbin, who, having duly sworn according to law, de- 
poses and says that he is the Editor of the OLD-TIME NEW ENGLAND and that the 
following is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, a true statement of the ownership, 
management, etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in the above caption, 
required by the Act of August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, em- 
bodied in section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse of this form, 
to wit: 


1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, and business manager are: 


Publisher, THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF N. E. ANTIQUITIES, 141 Cam- 
bridge St., Boston. 
Editor, David M. Kendall McKibbin, 141 Cambridge St., Boston. 


2. That the owner is: THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND 
ANTIQUITIES, INC., 141 Cambridge St., Boston (a charitable, educational, historical 
organization ). 


3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or 
holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities are: 
None. ) 


4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving the names of the owners, stockholders, 
and security holders, if any, contain not only the list of stockholders and security holders 
as they appear upon the books of the company but also, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee is acting, is given ; 
also that the said two paragraphs contain statements embracing afhant’s full knowledge 
and belief as to the circumstances and conditions under which stockholders and security 
holders who do not appear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and se- 
curities in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and this afhant has no reason 
to believe that any other person, association, or corporation has any interest direct or in- 
direct in the said stock, bonds, or other securities than as so stated by him. 


5. That the average number of copies of each issue of this publication sold or dis- 
tributed, through the mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers during the twelve months 
preceding the date shown above is: Not required. 

Davip M. KENDALL MCKIBBIN, Editor. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th day of October, 1949. 


HvuBERT B. EAMEs, Notarv Public 
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SEAL | (My commission expires January 23, 1953.) 

















The Aims of 
The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 





The Society was organized in 1910 for the purpose of preserving for future 
generations the rapidly disappearing architectural monuments of New England 
and the smaller antiquities connected with its people. 

In pursuit of this objective it has acquired and maintains fifty-one old houses, 
a grist mill and cooperage shop, a McIntire-designed barn, a picturesque old fish 
shed, two graveyards, and a meeting-house. In addition it administers a family 
graveyard through ownership of an endowment fund. 

The smaller antiquities in scores of thousands are brought together in its Mu- 
seum of New England Antiquities, and placed on exhibition in its series of period 
museum houses. 

The Library specializes on museum and preservation work, and houses its 
collection of pictorial material, photographs, stereographs, picture postal cards, 
clippings, etc. 

The Museum and Library are at its headquarters, connected with the Harri- 
son Gray Otis House, built in 1795, at 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 

Its endowment funds and real estate represent investments of $1,418,629.99. 

It publishes OLp-TimeE New ENGLAND, a quarterly illustrated magazine 
devoted to the ancient buildings, household furnishings, domestic arts, man- 
ners and customs and minor antiquities of the New England people. Subscrip- 
tion to this magazine is included in the annual membership fee. 

Membership: Life ($100); Active ($6); Associate ($3) may not vote nor 
hold office. 

Checks should be made payable to GUY W. WALKER, JR., Treasurer, 
141 Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 








BEQUEST FORM 
I Give, Devise and Bequeath to 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


A CORPORATION DULY INCORPORATED BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


AND LOCATED IN BosTON, IN SAID COMMONWEALTH, 






Note— Bequests may be made in real estate, money, or any objects re- 


lating to New England having historical, antiquarian, or artistic interest. 
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To the Members of 
The Society for the Preserbation of 
New England Antiquities 


Ox.p-Time New ENGLAnp, the quarterly magazine published by the 
Society, is distributed gratis to its members. With a larger membership and 
consequent increase in income, it will be possible to render a greater service 
by increasing the size of the magazine and adding to its pictorial features, and 
also by issuing six or more numbers each year. To bring this about our mem- 
bers must aid us in bringing the magazine to the attention of any friend or ac- 
quaintance they believe would be interested in the work of the Society. Please 
fill in and forward to this office the nomination blank below. Your codpera- 
tion will be highly appreciated. And—do it now! Thank you. 


‘Recommendation for Membership 


in the 
Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 
Life Membership, $100; Active, $6; Assoctate, $3. 


To Mr. Bertram K. Little, Director and Corresponding Secretary 
141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 


I nominate | a ieee a Lone . 


Address 


for Membership in the Society. 
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Agreement dated January 16, 1654/5, Executed between John Cogan and 
Henry Dunster, then President of Barvard College 
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Gn Early Gift of Land to Harvard College 


By ALBERT L. 


HE two 

plan here reproduced are among 

the early documents included in 
the files of Harvard College. ‘The agree- 
ment dated January 16, 1654/5, was 
executed by John Cogan and Henry 
Dunster, then President of Harvard Col- 
lege. The other instrument, a letter writ- 
ten in 1715/16 by John Gardner to The 
Honorable John Leverett, then President 
of the College, refers to the plan. With 
numerous corrections as to orthography, 


instruments and the 


the texts of these instruments follow: 


January 16 1652 

Mr. John Cogan merchant in Boston in the 4th 
month, 1652, gave and made delivery of one 
parcel of Marsh lying situate in Rumley (Rum- 
ney) marsh bounded on 3 sides with the great 
Creek and on the 4th side with a straight line 
running from one side of the creek over to the 
other, which bounds more accurately to set 
down the aforesaid John wholly referreth to 
the surveyor that then measured it and to 
Thomas Stocker tenant to the aforesaid John 
and what the content of the same land by meas- 
ure is, which parcel of marsh the aforesaid John 
gave livery and seisin of to Henry Dunster 
then President of Harvard College for the use, 
benefit and behoof of the President and Fel- 


PARTRIDGE 


lows of the said College SO long as they and 
their successors profess and teach the good 
knowledge of God’s holy word and works and 
such languages, arts and sciences as truly and 
Christianly further the said good and profitable 
ends. 


PROVIDED always that if any of the children 
or grandchildren of the said John shall come to 
be students in the said College then they shall 
personally enjoy the yearly revenue of the said 
land during their continuance in or relation to 
the said College as Students. And provided that 
if the said College be dissolved and learning 
there be despised that then the said lands shall] 
and actually do return to the said John and his 
heirs that now are or then shall be forever as 
if the aforesaid conveyance had never been 
made. 

And for the rents of the 3 years past the said 
John refers it wholly to the discretion and 
faithfulness of the President that then was in 
order to the ends above named and for the fu- 
ture to be ordered by the President and Fellows 
of said College forever successively. 


And the aforesaid John by these presents giveth 
notice to all who are concerned in or about the 
gift, donation, contribution or provision made 
or to be made for the said College that this is 
that parcel of land from the first ordered and 
to this present day only intended as the gift of 
the said John to the College. 
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In witness whereof the said Mr.° John Cogan 
and Mr. Henry Dunster that then was Pres:- 
dent of the College have hereto set their hands 
that this was the sum and substance of the afore- 
said donation and the condition thereof from 
the beginning. 

Witness 

Thomas Danforth 


(signed) JOHN COGAN HENRY DUNSTER 


* o * * * 


Rey erend Sir— 
Salem April sth - 171 5/16 
I received a letter the first day of this month 
by John Hood from you bearing date March 
1g — Wherein you desire me to measure and 
decipher a piece of marsh lying in — Rumney 
Marsh belonging to the College and to give my 
opinion of it: I have measured the same and 
herewith send you —a plat of it: Both of marsh 
and sedge as they lay: the quantity of each set 
in it: with other things necessary: as by the 
Plat will appear: As for the quality I am 
not so well able to say by reason of the grass 
being not grown: I believe that there is nea 
¥g of it small salt ponds: some of them are 
drained and bear sedge. The creek and some 
low places also which by far 1S the bette: 
fodder and general bears the most: I understand 
by those that have wrought in the marsh in the 
season of it that it 1s indifferent rood: And I 
think upon the whole that the sedge in goad- 
ness will make up for what the salt ponds take 
away: so that the whole will be as good as or- 
dinarily marsh is — And its lying so long upon 
the Great Creek makes it much more convenient 
to get oft the hay 
Sir — I am yours — to Serve 
Jn° — Gardner - 

I hope what I have sent will 
answer your expectation — 

To b] 
The Hon: 


Cambridge — 


John Leverett 


* * > * 


It is interesting to note that in 1770 
when the agreement of 1654/5 was re- 
corded in the Registries of Deeds for 
Suffolk County and Essex County, the 
spelling was modernized and contracted 
words written out, as above. The land re- 


ferred to in these documents is situated in 





Revere, between Pines River on the north 
and Diamond Creek on the south. It is 
believed that it comprised the parcels lo- 
cated on the southeasterly side of Broad- 
way, shown on sheet 10 of the Revers 
and Winthrop Atlas of 1906 and marked 
thereon “John C, Watson and Frederick 
H. Viaux—4o Acres,” and “Jonathan 
Stone Heirs—2.98 Acres,” and also the 
two parcels on the Northwesterly side ot 
Broadway shown on sheet 11 of the At- 
las and marked thereon “George Faulk- 
“Town of Re- 


ner—7.5 Acres,” and 
vere—1.06 Acres.” 

‘The most interesting feature of this in- 
strument from the standpoint of a lawyer 
interested in real estate law lies in the 
fact that it states that Mr. Cogan earlier 
“gave & made delivery of one parsell” ete. 
This fairly implies that title was trans- 
ferred by him without deed, presumabh 
employing the ceremony known to the 
English common law and termed “feof- 
ment and livery of seisin.”’ 

For the benefit of laymen, it seems de- 
sirable to explain briefly the ceremony of 
“livery.” At the early common law n 
written instrument was necessary In order 
to pass title to land. A transfer being de- 
sired, the parties went upon the land and 
the seller picked up a bit of turf or a stone 
and handed it over to the buyer as a sym- 
bol of the land itself. “Thus was delivered 
the seisin (ownership) in the land, ‘This 
ceremony was publicly performed in the 
presence of the freemen of the neighbor- 
hood, thus giving notoriety to the trans- 
action. AAs time went on, and as the im- 
portance of written evidence became 
more apparent, it became the custom to 
have executed an instrument setting forth 
the conveyance. This was called a “‘char- 
ter of feoffment”’ and from this de\ eloped 
the modern deed. But originally such a 
“charter” had nothing to do with passing 
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Letter dated Salem, April 5th, 1715/16, from John Gardner to 
the Hon. John Leverett, then President of Harvard College 
the title. It was only commemorative of Undoubtedly the ceremony of livery 
the transfer which had been accom-_ of seisin was sometimes employed in the 
plished by “livery,” and accordingly spoke — early days of this country. James Sulli- 


in the past tense, that is to say: “I have then 
given and ; or anted”’ 


by vive and : 


van, Attorney General and later 
Governor of the Commonwealth, states 
the fact in his treatise on the History of 
Land ‘Titles in Massachusetts, published 


l do here- 
as the modern deed 


Instead of ** 
or: ant,” 


has it. 
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in 1801 (page 88) and says: “In the Dis- 
trict of Maine, livery of seizin was given, 
by the attorney of the Council of Plym- 
outh to Vines and Oldham, in the year 
1642, of their patent on Saco River. From 
that time up to the year 1692, as appears 
by the records of deeds in the County of 
York, that the ceremony of livery of 
seizin was attended to generally in all 
conveyances in that part of the country.” 
Undoubtedly many titles in and about 
Boston rest upon early transfers effected 
without a written instrument, but the 
writer does not recall seeing in another 
chain of title record evidence of such 
fact. 

Numerous items referring to this 
transaction may be found in Volumes 15 
and 16 of the Publications of ‘The Colo- 
nial Society of Massachusetts, 
copies of the early records of Harvard 
College. 

At page 184 of Volume 15 
the following: 


being 


appea4®rs 


Mr. John Coggan of Boston Merch' gave to 
the Colledge Seventy Ac's of marsh land, scit- 
tuate lying & being at Rumney Marsh & con- 
ftirmed the same by deed under his hand & 
seale. dat. rOs2. 


There is, on page 269 of Volume 15, 
the following item, which also suggests 
that Mr. Cogan gave a deed to the Col- 
lege. Under the heading “Land and An- 
nuities belonging to Harvard College, Set 
down by Benja. Wadsworth, President, 
Dec. 10, 1733,” the following appears: 


Mr. John Coggan Merchant in Boston, by a 
deed or instrument under his hand (now 
ve Coll. Treasurer) dated Jan. 16, 1654/5 gave 
to ye College a Parcel of salt marsh in Rum- 
ney Marsh. Our College Book No. 3- Pp. 16 
Mr. Coggan 
confirm’d it under his hand & seal. An. 1652 
bounded on three sides with ye River or great 
Creek, and a lease given of it (1709) says, on 
ye fourth side with Capt. Flood’s Marsh runing 
in a straight line from one side of ye sd River or 


w th 


calls it seventy Acres, and says, 


Creek to ye other. This marsh was platted by 
Mr. John Gardner An. 1716. The use oi ve 
marsh is for ye College, but if any of Mr. 
Coggan’s children or Grandchildren should be 
at the College, they to have ye benefit while 
continuing there. The Plat of ys is 
The Present Rents 


wit! ve 
Treasurer, of ye College. 
between 20. & £25. pr. An. 

()f course, this entry refers to the in- 
strument and plan above mentioned, but 
the statements are somewhat confused, 
Other evidence indicates that Mr. Cogan 
cave the land to the College in 1652, but 
without a deed, and confirmed the gift 
by the written instrument of January 16, 
1654/5, this instrument being in fact an 
agreement concerning the land and not 
purporting to be a conveyance. 

‘This theory 1s supported by an entry in 
the College Records which appears at 
page $34 of Volume 16 of the Colonial 
Society's Publications, as follows: 

Mr. John Coevan Merch! of Boston by an In- 
strum! dated Jan'Y 16th 1654/5 Certifveth that 
in the 4th month 1652 He gave a peell of marsh 
lying in Rumney Marsh bounded on 3 sides wt 
the great Creek and on the 4th Side w" 
Line runing from One side of the Creek over 
to the other, To Henry Dunster Presid' of 
Harvard College for the Use of the Presid! 
and Fellows of the sd College SO long as they 
& their Success'*, pfess & Teach the rood 
knowledge of Gods holy Word & Works & 
such Languages Arts & Sciences, as truely & 
Christianly further the sf wood and Profitable 
Ends. Provided, that if any of the Childr, or 
of the 


Stud's in the College, they shall enjoy the reve- 


“d Land. 


a Strait 


Grandchildren ‘d Coggan come to be 


nue of the 

‘The Story iS more completely spelled 
out in the deed by which the College con- 
veyed the land in question to Edward H. 
Robbins. This deed was dated February 
7, 1822, and with Suffolk 
Deeds, Book 357, Page 292. The pre- 


amble to this conveyance Is as follows: 


recorded 


The president and Fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege a corporation by law established within 
Massachusetts, 


SEND 


the Commonwealth of 
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John Gardner’s Plat of the Rumney Marsh land given to Harvard College 
by John Cogan, drawn for President Leverett 


GREETING: Whereas John Coggan of Boston 
in the County of Suffolk and Commonwealth 
aforesaid (at that time The province of the 
Massachusetts Bay so called) did in the fourth 
month of the year 1652 give and make delivery 
of one parcel of marsh situate in Rumney 
Marsh (now Chelsea) in said County bounded 
on three sides with the great creek and on the 
fourth side with a straight line running from 
one side of the Creek over to the other, which 
bounds more accurately to be set down the 
aforesaid John wholly referred to the Sur- 
veyor that then measured it and to Thomas 
Stocker his tenant, and what the contents of 


the same land by measure are, which parcel 
of marsh the aforesaid John gave livery and 
seizen of, to Henry Dunster then President of 
Harvard College for the use, benefit and behoof 
of the President and Fellows ot said Harvard 
College, so long as they and their Successors 
profess and teach the good knowledge of God’s 
holy word and works, and such languages arts 
and sciences as truly and christianly further the 
said good ‘and profitable ends. Provided Al- 
ways that if any of the children or grand chil- 
dren of said John shall come to be students in 
the said College, then they shall personally en- 
joy the yearly revenue of the said land during 
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their continuance in or relation to the said Col- 
lege as Students. And provided, that if the 
said College be dissolved and learning there be 
despised that then the said lands shall and ac- 
tually do return to the aforesaid John and his 
heirs that now are, or then shall be forever as 
if said conveyance had never been made. All 
which matters are at large recited in the cer- 
tificate or grant of the said John Coggan dated 
January 6, 1654/55 Recorded with Suffolk 
Deeds in June 27, 1770 in Lib 117 Fol 101. A 
true platt thereof taken by one John Gardner 
according to the best of his art and skill and 
recorded as aforesaid making the contents of 
said marsh land and sedge Fifty Three acres 
and one hundred and thirty seven poles. And 
whereas the said Corporation for one hundred 
and eighty years now last past have been in 
possession of the marsh land granted as afore- 
said, the same having been commonly Known 
by the name of Coggan’s Marsh and estimated 
to contain sixty acres more or less,.... 


The foregoing is in error insofar as It 
describes the instrument of January 16, 
1654/55 asa “grant,” but on the whole 
goes to establish that no deed was exe- 
cuted when the gift was made in 1652. 
Certainly no such deed appears of record 
in Suffolk County. 

Prior to Mr. Dunster’s selection as 
President, Mr. Nathaniel Eaton had been 
in charge at the College. He was called 
“Professor,” “Schoolmaster,”’ “Master,” 
and occasionally “President.” The fol- 
lowing note appears in the Harvard Rec- 
ords: ““Mr. Nath!. Eaton chosen Presi- 
dent or Professor in 1 37> Put down by 
ve Court for severe usage of ye scholars, 
1639.”’ However, Mr. Dunster is usually 
referred to by the historians as the first 
President. From his biography by Rev. 
Jeremiah Chaplin, it appears that he ar- 
rived in Boston “towards the end of this 
summer, that of 1640.” His residence was 
at the corner of Washington and Court 
Streets where the Ames Building now 
stands. His holding is described in the 
Book of Possessions as follows: 


ee 


Dunster, Mr. (Henry) — House and Yard, 
Thomas Hawkins W and N and the St. E and 


Accordingly the record has it that Mr, 
Dunster arrived in Boston toward the 
latter end of the summer of 1640, estab- 
lished himself on a prominent corner op- 
posite the Town House, the corner in 
question being also the site of the “Town 
Pump, and in August of the same year 
was elected President of the College and 
removed to Cambridge. 

John Cogan owned the estate at the 
corner of Washington Street and State 
Street, where the Devonshire Building 
is now located. It appears that he was one 
of the principal grantees of lands at Rum- 
ney Marsh, was sometime a selectman of 
the town, and is generally credited with 
being the first shopkeeper in Boston, being 
so engaged as early as 1624. 

It is interesting to note that the auto- 
John 
Cogan are reproduced on the same page 
of the Memorial History of Boston. After 
examination of the Cogan-Dunster azree- 


f 
- 


graphs of Henry Dunster and 


ment, a gentleman who is accepted as an 
authority on the history and records of 
Harvard College stated that he thought 
he could say positively that the instru- 
ment was not written by President Dun- 
ster, but probably was in the hand of a 
student employed by him to do clerical 
work for the College. 

The records of the registry of deeds 
disclose no deed to Henry Dunster of the 
premises allotted to him in the Book of 
Possessions. By deed dated ‘“‘this 20th of 
the 7th m® 1645,” he joined with In- 
Nowell, Willm. Hibbins and 
George Cooke as “ffeoffes in trust for the 
estate of Mr. Josse Glouer” in conveying 
to Theodore Atkinson,—“‘A  certaine 
house & garden in Boston formerly the 
possession of Mr. Josse Glouer being 
bound with Thomas Hawkins on the 
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North and on the West and the streets 
on the South and on the East.” This 
deed is recorded with Suffolk Deeds, 
Book 1, Page 254. “‘Josse Glouer” does 
not appear in the Book of Possessions. By 
what process he or his estate acquired an 
interest in the estate allotted to Henry 
Dunster in the Book of Possessions does 
not appear. 

In the “Gleaner” Articles, printed as 
the Fifth Report of the Record Commis- 
sioners of the City of Boston, at page 70, 
reference is made to the fact that John 
Cogan deceased in 1658, and it is stated 
parenthetically, “It is under this will that 
Harvard College acquired a tract of 


Marsh in Chelsea, known as Coggan’s 
Marsh for 175 years, and finally sold, I 
believe, to Dr. Edward H. Robbins.” It is 
believed that the learned author of the 
Articles was in error in this statement. 
John Cogan’s will carried no devise to 
Harvard College. 

‘This, then, is the conclusion of this 
memorandum concerning Henry Dun- 
ster, John Cogan and Cogan’s Marsh. 
Whether or not all the statements herein 
contained are true and the evidence prop- 
erly marshaled, it fairly appears from 
numerous sources that Cogan’s Marsh 
constituted one of the earliest of private 
gifts to Harvard College. 


Finding the Records of an Old BHouse 


By Nina FLETCHER LITTLE 


N the restoration of old buildings it 
has long been an accepted fact that 
the correct interpretation of architec- 

tural evidence is of prime importance. 
More slowly, perhaps, has come to the 
layman the realization that documentary 
evidence is of no less value in ascertain- 
ing information about certain aspects of 
the property which might otherwise re- 
main incomprehensible architectural puz- 
zles. Documentary restoration was first 
brought to the attention of the general 
public by the scholarly re-creation of 
Colonial Williamsburg. There, with little 
tangible evidence on which to re-build the 
town, the important buildings were re- 

* The substance of this article was presented 

as part of one session of the section on “Restora- 
tion and Use of Historic Buildings” in the 
Seminar on American Culture, held by the New 
York State Historical Association at Coopers- 
town, New York, July 5 to 15, 1949. 


constructed largely through data gained 
by a painstaking search through many 
types of records, both in this country and 
abroad. Since that time architectural and 
documentary research have each been 
considered indispensable to the student 
who would restore correctly an early 
structure. 

There are two main types of informa- 
tion concerning an old house which one 
may hope to find in written records: the 
original date of the building (or of al- 
terations and additions), and _ personal 
details about the previous owners. The 
two most valuable and most easily avail- 
able sources are deeds and probate rec- 
ords. Before investigating these, however, 
as much data as possible should be ob- 
tained about the former occupants, es- 
pecially if the property has descended in 
one family for many generations. The 
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best sources of family history are the fol- 
lowing: 
Published family genealogies 


the 
end of the nineteenth century are usually more 


Town /ustories—those written toward 
helpful than earlier or later compilations. Some 
have excellent genealogical sections enumerat- 
ing local families in alphabetical order. 

Vital Statistics—(birth, marriage and death 
ré cords ). These have been published up to the 
vear 1850 for many towns in Massachusetts, and 
tor some towns elsewhere. It not printed, the 
information can often be obtained in the ofhce 
of the Town Clerk. 

Cemetery inscriptions and church records. 

Papers read before the local Historical So- 
ciety, or printed in a local newspaper. 

Old letters, diaries, gournals, and ac 
books—if such exist they are indispensable. 


Ount!l 


Reminiscences of local inhabitants—may be 
very helpful but should be checked for accuracy. 


Location of Deeds and Probate Records ; 

These are kept in varying places in 
different states and inquiry should be 
made in the locality in which one wishes 
to work. The following, however, may 
be of help: In Massachusetts and Maine 
both deeds and probate are to be found in 
the Court House in the town which is the 
county seat. In Connecticut they were 
originally kept in the office of the ‘Town 
Clerk in each separate town. Many of 
the old documents, however, have now 
been vathered together in the State Li- 
brary in Hartford, where statewide Vital 
Statistics and other records compiled from 
many sources may also be consulted. If 
the originals have been sent to Hartford, 
copies are still available in each town. In 
some towns of Vermont deeds are in the 
‘Town Clerk’s Office, while wills are in 
the County Court House. 


Deeds > 


These are copied in large numbered 
volumes and are usually to be found on 


—, 


open shelves in the Registry of Deeds, 
where they can be easily consulted. ‘There 
are two indices, one for grantors and an- 
other for grantecs. If one knows the name 
of the party who sold the property, one 
looks for him in the list of yrantor : If 
one knows only the name of the party to 
whom the property was sold, one looks in 
the index of grantees, Deeds pro\ ide val- 
uable information concerning land trans- 
ference, and specific references to build- 
ings may prove of great importance. [he 
first mention of a house on the property 
will at least prove that it was built before 
this date. The following excerpt from a 
deed of 1688 was a great help to owners 
of an old house in Essex County which 
was obviously of eighteenth-century date 
and yet had certain unmistakable seven- 
teenth-century features: “In considera- 
tion of my promise unto my son Janathan, 
have given a parcel of land together with 
all housing, outhousing, barns and malt 
house that are, or shall be, upon this prop- 
erty. Which land is bounded on the west 
corner by a red oak marked, and from 
thence along the dam before the farm- 
house, to the end of the creek by Chebac- 
co River. Signed, William Cogswell, Feb- 
ruary 28, 1688.” This deed is of value for 
three reasons: First, it proves that a house 
was standing upon the property in 1655. 
Secondly, it describes the location of that 
house by mentioning “‘the dam before the 
farmhouse,’ which leaves no doubt that 
the present house is standing on the site 
of the earlier one. Thirdly, it explains the 
the 
chimney and timbers which were incor- 


presence of seventeenth-centur\ 
porated into the present structure at some 
unknown date when the first house was 
taken down. Without the corroborating 
evidence of this deed, the architectural 
findings were conflicting and conjectural. 
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Probate Records : In the Registry of Pro- 
bate. 

Wills. ‘Vhese are of value in indicating 
the division of real and personal property, 
and the disposition of household furnish- 
ings. 
filed 
with the wills and are supposed to be a 


Inventories. “These are usually 
complete list of the owner’s ettects at 
time of death. Land, buildings, cash, live- 
stock, and household possessions were 
usually included, and sometimes each 
room was enumerated separately with its 
contents. ‘This not only gave a detailed 
description of all furnishings and appur- 
tenances, but most important from the 
point of view of restoration, it provided 
an accurate floor plan of the house at a 
given date. The corner cupboard was fre- 
quently referred to as the beaufatt or boo- 
fit, and we find that in the eighteenth 
century it held utilitarian china, glass, and 
cutlery. Andirons were called hAandirons, 
and canopy bedsteads with their “beds and 
furniture’ (mattresses and hangings) 
were apt to be appraised at the highest 
figure. 

Indentures or agreements, ‘There are 
various kinds, and they may not prove of 
any interest, but they should be looked at 
if they appear in the estate of a previous 
owner. One such agreement made by 
Deacon Clark and Nehemiah Davis of 
Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1765 proved 
to be both quaint and rewarding: “‘Dea- 
con Clark reserves to himself the use and 
profit of the two houses, and allows 
Nehemiah Davis the priviledge of keeping 
the cellar of the mew 
yearly.” It had long been said that a gar- 
rison house originally stood upon the 
Clark property in the rear of a later house 
which had been built in the eighteenth 


sauce in house 


century, the garrison having subsequent- 











ly disappeared. ‘The discovery of this doc- 
ument proves that two houses were stand- 
ing in 1765, one being referred to as the 
WLETL house, VW hich corroborates the old 
story. 

De positions or testimony under oath. 
‘The value of a deposition may be seen by 
that of Charles Warren which was made 
in 1850, and gives the date when an addi- 
tion was built on to a house near Boston. 
In 1844 Charles and his father entered 
into an agreement by which the entire 
property should be deeded to Charles up- 
on the completion by him of an addition to 
the westerly end of the house, which was 
to consist of a kitchen, chamber and 
woodshed. The father died in 1847, and 
Charles was required to depose that he 
had fulfilled the requirements of the 
agreement before he claim the 
property as his. The new rooms, there- 


could 


fore, were built between 1844 and 1847. 

Administrators Accounts. These will 
be included with the probate records if, 
for any reason, an executor or guardian 
had to be appointed by the court. Jona- 
than Cogswell and his wife both died be- 
tween 1749 and 1752 leaving a family 
of six minor children. From the admin- 
istrator’s accounts which are on file at the 
Court House in Salem, we can form a 
fairly complete picture of the life of the 
family, and the disposition of the prop- 
erty, for the following ten years. The 
farm of one hundred and forty acres was 
rented to various tenants and brought in 
about three hundred dollars per year. 
Furniture and silver plate were sold to 
raise funds for the support of the younger 
children who boarded out with 
kindly neighbors. In 1761 the eldest son 
came of age, the court discharged the 
executor, and Jonathan Cogswell 3rd 
came into his inheritance. In 1752, how- 


were 
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ever, just two months after the death of 
the father, a most significant bill had been 
paid by the estate which provides the only 
clue to the dating of the newer part of 
the house: “To shingling of whole house, 
window frames, cross pieces, nails, etc. 36 
pounds.”’ Obviously this was a bill for new 
construction unpaid by the owner, per- 
haps because it was only completed after 
his death. As the inventory of 1752 lists 
rooms in the new addition, we can deduce 
that it was built just about the time the 
elder Cogswell died, at which date also 
the old and new parts together were 
shingled. Such accurate dating of con- 
struction could hardly be ascertained from 
the architectural evidence alone, unless 
supported by documentary proof. 


Court Records: 

‘Testimony from certain court records, 
such as that from the Essex County Quar- 
terly Courts (which have been printed ), 
can be of definite value in describing 
houses and furnishings. One such record 
mentions the interesting fact of thatch- 
ing a barn in Essex County in 1676, at 
a cost of one pound. It also speaks of a 
turkey work carpet which lay upon the 
parlor table, and not upon the floor as we 
use carpets today. Other testimony de- 
scribes in most interesting fashion life on 
one of the large grants in Ipswich during 
the seventeenth century. 


Town Records: 

These have been printed in some of the 
larger towns, but otherwise they will be 
found in the office of the ‘Town Clerk, 
usually in the original manuscript volumes 
of which the handwriting may be difficult 
to decipher. Miscellaneous information 


—— 


will be found here. The Ipswich Town 
Records, for instance, being the only place 
in which is recorded the acquiring of land 
for the first town road between Ipswich 
and Gloucester. ‘That early highway went 
out of use soon after 1700, leaving one 
old house which had fronted on it out in 
the fields, half a mile from the present 
road. Its isolated position could never be 
explained until the existence of the old 
road was discovered in the town records, 


Lax Records: 

May be found in the ofhice of the ‘Tow n 
Clerk if they are old enough to be inter- 
esting. They will give the value of the 
real estate, livestock, vehicles, etc. and 
are worth checking for enumeration of 
buildings and separate parcels of land at 
any given date. A typical tax bill for the 
year 1522 o1N esa good idea of one par- 
ticular farm at that date: 


Buildings $1.100.0 
40 acres tillage and mowing 2,667.01 
20 acres pasture 800.0% 
so acres marsh 1,000.01 
100 acres pasture on the hill 2,000.01 
-o acres of woodland 21.01 

4 oxen 70.01 
It COWS 154.0 

6 three-vear olds 60.01 

2 two-year olds 14.01 

2 one-year olds 10. 

I horse 40.01 


swine 


Total tax 


> 
$21.40 


Other special types of records may be 
consulted in different localities, but these 
are the major categories which should not 
be overlooked. In addition to much specif- 
ic information, they will provide the per- 
sonal background which 1s so vital to any 
sympathetic and thoughtful restoration. 
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Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


BERTRAM K. LITTLE 


May 1, 1948 to May 1, 1949 


To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION 
oF NEw ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES: 


I have the honor to present my second 
report as Corresponding Secretary and 
Director covering the Society’s thirty- 
ninth year from May 1, 1948, to May 1, 
1949. 

It is a pleasure to report first, as has 
heen the custom, the additions to the So- 
ciety’s real estate in the past year, and fol- 
lowing that on the Society’s various prop- 
erties in order of their acquisition. There 


have been two accessions. 


57- The Barrett House, 
New Hampshire. 
Mrs. Winthrop H. Wade's gift of this 


Impressi\ e mansion with generous endow- 


New Ipswich, 


ment and funds for immediate use has 
been reported. Plans for custodian’s quar- 
ters in the North ell have been drawn, es- 
timates made, and elements of the main 
house and grounds needing attention 
noted, Work will start soon and it is hoped 
that also during this coming month a lo- 
cal committee to advise the Society con- 
cerning suitable custodians and the exhi- 
bition and use of this property can be 
formed, 


58. Lakeman-Johnson House, 16 East 
Street, Ipswich, Massachusetts. 
While the generous bequest of this 
house with endowment 
which provides also some income greatly 


and contents, 


needed for our other houses in Ipswich, 
has been announced and acknowledged 
previously, the Society, due to the settling 


of the estate, did not accept full respon- 
sibility for it until the first of last January. 
Work on fundamental repairs and pre- 
paring it for exhibition and occupancy by 
a custodian will go forward as soon as ac- 
cumulated income is received by the So- 
ciety and weather and other conditions 
permit. 


1. Swett-Ilsley House, before 1670, 4-6 
High Road, Newbury, Massachusetts. 
Payment of the mortgage releases the 

former interest charges to the operating 
fund for this property, and we have been 
additionally encouraged by Miss Frank- 
lin’s help in meeting the unending de- 
mands of repair and maintenance. 


2. Samuel Fowler House, 1810, Corner 
High and Liberty Streets, Danvers- 
port, Massachusetts. 

This charming house was visited by 
three groups of children and their teach- 
ers from nearby schools during the past 
vear. Plans are afoot to improve on the 
type and arrangement of furniture and 
furnishings during the next. 


3. Cooper-Frost-Austin House, 1657, 
Linnaean Street, Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Paying off the mortgage not only 
makes another of the Society’s properties 
free clear but needed 
monies to its operating fund. By July 1, 
1949, Mrs. Prescott Warren’s helpful 
custodianship of this house will end by mu- 
tual agreement and Mr. John M. Ferry 
will assume the duties and responsibilities 


and also adds 
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of this connection with an outstanding his- 
toric house. 


4- “Scotch”-Boardman House, 1651, 60- 
67 Howard Street, Saugus, Massachu- 
setts. 

Roof and other exterior repairs noted 
last year were accomplished so this fine 
house, although stil] devoid of the furni- 
ture and arrangements much to be de- 
sired, clearly and honestly presents the 
and 


structural decorative details of its 


peri rd. 


5- Laws House, about 1800, Route 123, 
New Ipswich Road, Sharon, New 
Hampshire. 

After discussing the long-lease alterna- 
tive, the Trustees recommended, and the 
members of the Society, at a special meet- 
ing on December 8, 1948, voted the 
transfer of this property to the Sharon 
Arts Center. The deed provided for the 
Society’s possible repurchase of the prop- 
erty at the sale price should it not be used 
for charitable and educational purposes, 
so the future of this house continues as- 
sured in accordance with the desire of the 
original donor. 


6. Harrison Gray Otis House, 1795, 141 
Cambridge Street, Boston, Massachu- 
setts. 

Through the generosity and volunteer 
services of members of the Society, fur- 
ther improvement in the décor of the 
house has been made over the past months 
and Appleton Hall and adjoining Acces- 
sions Room freed of most of the accumu- 
lated museum material. In the period cov- 
ered by this report, our headquarters has 
had an increase in visitors including a 
number of groups of Campfire Girls with 
their leaders, and been the meeting place 


_— 


of several museum and historical ore an 
Zations. 


7- Eleazer Arnold House, 1687, Sabra 
Arnold Memorial, Great Road, Lin- 
coln, Rhode Island. 


and 


8. Quincy Memorial, Litchfield, Con- 
necticut. 
and 


g. Conant House, known locally as the 
Old Mansion, 1720, Lunenberg Road, 
Townsend Harbor, Massachusetts. 


Conditions remain the same in con- 
nection with these properties as reported 
last vear. 


10. Abraham Browne, Jr., House, ca. 
1698, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Massachusetts. 

With the mortgage paid oft, COnSe- 
quent addition to income will help some- 
what in the much needed care of this 
house. A study is being made to determine 
the best handling of the problem presented 
by the presence of different wood-de- 
stroying beetles in some of its earlier ele- 
ments. 


11. Jackson House, 1664, Christian 
Shore, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
The appreciated loan by the Metro- 

politan Museum of Art of a number of 

pieces of seventeenth-century furniture 
has markedly added to the interest in this 
house and contributed, no doubt, to the 
fine increase in the number of visitors to 
it. Among the special groups visiting this 
oldest Portsmouth 

Governors of various states, with their 

wives, children, and staff members, and 

the wives of the New England Associ- 
ated Press news executives. Mr. and Mrs. 


house in were the 
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Harlow continue to cherish this property 
for the Society. 


12. Richard Derby’s MclIntire-designed 
barn, 562 Main Street, Watertown, 
Massachusetts. 

During the year, the great weight of 
late furniture and miscellaneous book, 
magazine, and newspaper material was 
removed from the sagging second floor ; 
shutters for all windows were installed; 
treatment of beams to halt damage by 
beetles was accomplished and the codp- 
eration of the local school and town au- 
thorities in the protection of the building 
was sought. 


13. Chaplin-Clark House, 1671, Brad- 
ford Street, Rowley, Massachusetts. 


Through the personal work of the cus- 
todians, Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, in the 
past twelve months, ceilings, walls and 
woodwork were cleaned and painted and 
the decaying barn removed. 


15. Crocker Tavern, 1754, Main Street, 
or King’s Highway, Barnstable, Mas- 
sachusetts. 


After vandals had laid low the front 
fence, Miss Mary Mortimer, co-chairman 
of the local committee, oversaw its repair 
and painting. With the appointment of a 
new custodian which is now contemplat- 
ed, repairs to the exterior of the house and 
refurbishing of its interior should be ac- 
complished in the coming year, looking 
toward some use of the property by the 
Barnstable Historical Society. 


16. Short House, 1733, 33 High Road, 
Newbury, Massachusetts. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bertram R. Mudge be- 
came custodians in November, 1948, and 
have continued the tradition of interested 
care and exhibition of this fine house. 


17. Rebecca Nurse House, 1678, 149 Pine 
Street, Danvers, Massachusetts. 
Projected work reported previously 
was completed and actually improved the 
lines of the house as visitors first see it. Mr. 
and Mrs. George Gordon, as custodians, 
have been increasingly helpful to the So- 
ciety and this interesting house, to which, 


according to the register, nine descendants 


of Rebecca Nurse came last vear from 
various parts of the country. 


18. “Drummer” Samuel Stetson House, 
1694, Hanover Centre, Massachusetts. 
With their own hands, the custodians, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Conant, have 

placed additional supports under the barn 

floor, repainted the house trim and sign, 
and codperated in other ways in the care 
of this property. 


19. Tristram Coffin, Jr., House, ca. 1651, 
14 High Road, Newbury, Massachu- 
setts. 

A welcome increase in endowment 
came this year through the bequest of 
$500.00 to his “‘ancestral Coffin house” 
by Joshua C. Chase, and a fine gift of 
$250.00 for repairs from Miss Alice Cof- 
fin. We have continuously performed 
patching repairs on this property both to 
accumulate needed funds and to await 
the time when experienced and sympa- 
thetic hands could be found to restore its 
historic fabric properly. In my next re- 
port I now feel confident of being able to 
tell members that the long-postponed 
restoration, with every step carefully re- 
corded, has been completed. 


20. Colonel John Thacher House, 1680, 
Hallet Street, or King’s Highway, 
Yarmouthport, Massachusetts. 

Miss Ethel Bailey continues her cus- 
todianship of this house and Miss Mary 
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‘Thacher continues her interest in and 
benefactions to it. 


21. Emerson-Howard House, ca. 1645, 
41 Turkey Shore Road, Ipswich, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

‘To coéperate with the local Historical 
Society and (Gsarden Club, the Society ac- 
cepted no part of the proceeds of the sale 
of tickets for 17th Century Day in Ips- 
wich which permitted admittance to both 
its houses in Ipswich among others. There 
were actually 487 registrations in the 
guest book, and Mrs. Goodale, custo- 
dian, estimates a total of over 600 visitors 
on that day. In the house, wiring and 
other necessary work has been taken care 
of and the casement windows have been 
ordered to complete an element in the 
restoration, while the roof of the nearby 
shed has been repaired. 


22. Peter Tufts House, 1678, 350 River- 
side Avenue, Medford, Massachusetts. 
Mr. Bicknell’s daughter and son-in- 

law, Mr.and Mrs. Robert L. Elliot, have 
become custodians here, and are continu- 
ing his custom of assuming the cost of all 
repairs and maintenance and making an 
annual donation toward endowment. 


23. Croade House, ca. 1700, Great Road, 

Saylesville, Rhode Island. 

Necessary repairs to the top section of 
the gambrel roof were performed while 
Mrs. P. F. Hodgkins watched over this 
and the adjacent Arnold House for an- 
other year as custodian. 


24. Spaulding Grist Mill, ca. 1840, Town- 
send Harbor, Massachusetts. 
Some use, similar to that of the previ- 
ous year, was again made of this inter- 
esting building. Again numerous broken 


windowpanes had to be replaced and 
other necessary repairs planned to be paid 
for out of the Society ’s limited general 
funds. 


25. Captain Jewett House, 1774, Sarah 
Orne Jewett Memorial, South Ber- 
wick, Maine. 

Considerable expense had to be in- 
curred in caring for the fine trees on this 
property and in guarding against danger 
from them to the public and the house. 
The custodian, Mrs. Georgia A. ‘Tapley, 
reports an increased number of visitors last 


season, 


26. Eastman Community House, 1851, 

South Berwick, Maine. 

Repairs to the roof, refurbishing | 
meeting and dining rooms and kitchen, 
and other improvements were accom- 
plished so that the local organizations 
might have continued satisfaction in their 
use of the house. I'o those already mect- 
ing here will be added the Sarah Orne 
Jewett Garden Club after its organiza- 
tion this spring, and it is to be hoped this 
club may sometime find the development 
of the garden and grounds of the Jewett 
Memorial a worth-while project that 
would arouse their enthusiastic interest. 


27. Captain Bennett House, 1810, 199 

Main Street, Fairhaven, Massachusetts. 

Repairs previously reported were com- 
pleted but no members of the Society have 
volunteered to help as a local committee 
to complete its furnishing for satisfactory 
exhibition; no local garden club or or- 
ganization has become interested in re- 
storing the old-fashioned garden, and no 
funds are available to offset the drain up- 
on the Society’s resources this property 
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28. Squash House, ca. 1750, 61 Elm 
Street, Marblehead, Massachusetts. 


and 


29. Peabody Graveyard, East Street, 
Middleton, Massachusetts. 


and 


30. Smith Graveyard, Mt. Vernon Street, 
Middleton, Massachusetts. 


and 


31. Simon Colton House, 1734. 787 
Longmeadow Street, Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts. 

There has been no change in the ar- 
rangements and care for these properties 
during the period covered by this report. 


32. Winslow Crocker House, Eight- 
eenth Century, Hallet Street, or King’s 
Highway, Yarmouthport, Massachu- 
setts. 

The Society is fortunate in having 
Miss Mary Thacher take such a generous 
interest in this fine house and its collec- 
tions, and show it by appointment during 
the summer months to members and the 
public. 


33. “Bleakhouse,” ca. 1796, Pine Street, 
Corner of Wilton Road, Route 1o1, one 
mile east of Peterborough, New 
Hampshire. 

A small sum was available to allocate 
this year for some necessary structural 
repairs and trimming of threatening 
branches, but if major tree trouble should 
develop, this property will again show a 
deficit in its operating fund. 


34. Spaulding-Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 
Lunenburg Road, Townsend Harbor, 
Massachusetts. 


Conditions of both the property and its 


use were similar to last year. The “school- 
age’’ classes sponsored by the Woman’s 
Club of ‘Townsend were again a popular 
feature on Saturday mornings. 


35- Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman 
House, ca. 1700, 228 Spring Street, 
Newport, Rhode Island. 

Miss Alice C. Banning continues to see 
that such repairs to the house, fence and 
grounds as we can afford, including ex- 
tensive roof and wiring, are carried out, 
but her illness prevents the house being 
listed as open, although members may visit 
it by appointment. 


36. Colonel Josiah Quincy House, 1770?, 
Muirhead Street, Wollaston, Massa- 
chusetts. 


and 


37- Thomas Woodbridge House, 1810, 
48 Bridge Street, Salem, Massachusetts. 


and 


38. Nehemiah Royce House, 1672, 538 
North Main Street, Wallingford, Con- 
necticut. 

The arrangements and care for these 
properties have not changed during the 
past year. 


39. Alexander House, Linden Hall, 1811, 
284 State Street, Springfield, Massa- 
chusetts. 

Since her appointment as custodian in 
the spring of 1948, Mrs. Edward T. 
Broadhurst.has been of great help in mak- 
ing the exhibition halls and rooms more 
appealing and in drawing up an inventory 
of the loans and gifts in the house. 
Through its Executive Secretary, Mr. 
Paul G. Macurda, the Hampden County 
Public Health Asso- 


ciation, which has its headquarters here, 


‘Tuberculosis and 
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has also been very helpful in the care and 
upkeep of the property. here has been 
some increase in the number of visitors to 
the house itself. 


41. Lee-Whipple House, 1737, Harbor 
Street, Manchester, Massachusetts. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sargent Bradlee, who 

make this house their year-round home, 

are willing to open it to members by prior 
appointment and presentation of mem- 
bership tickets. 


42. Jacobs House, 1726, Assinippi, Nor- 

well, Massachusetts. 

Finding that the retention of the rights 
in Jacobs Pond for water power for a mill 
might well cause hardship to the ‘Town 
of Norwell in connection with its care of 
the highway, the members of the Society 
voted on December 8, 1948, upon recom- 
mendation of the Trustees, to re!ease such 
rights to the Town. The transfer of cer- 
tain portions of the land to the “Town, as 
provided in the bequest, was voted by the 
Society in January, 1947, and the Town 
voted in March, 1947, to empower the 
Selectmen to accept same “if in their 
opinion it is in the interest of the Town 
so to do.” Since then meetings have been 
held between the Selectmen and the So- 
ciety’s officers seeking to reach an under- 
standing of all the factors involved. Ac- 
tion 
pected but has been delayed both by the 
Selectmen and the illness of Mr. Joseph 
A. Locke, who is the Society’s counsel] in 
this particular matter. Meanwhile the 


upon agreements reached is ex- 


public, especially the local Boy and Girl 
Scouts, have continued to enjoy the prop- 
erty. 


43- Rocky Hill Meetinghouse, 1785, 


Amesbury, Massachusetts. 


After having charge of five stimulating 





—— 


services last summer, the Reverend Rob- 
ert A. Nunn informed the Society that 
for a number of personal reasons he 
could not carry on his activities for the 
Meetinghouse beyond 1945. While CX- 
pressing regret at Mr. Nunn’s resigna- 
tion, and gratitude for his fruitful labors in 
behalf of the Meetinghouse, the Society 
feels fortunate in the appointment by the 
Committee of Stewards for the Meeting- 
house of the Reverend Harry Grimes of 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, as Director 
of Services. 


44. “Beauport,” Eastern Point Boule- 
vard, Gloucester, Massachusetts. 
This extraordinary museum of interi- 

ors is one of the most visited of the So- 
ciety’s properties. Extension of a part of 
the roof to protect the cellar areaway, 
repairs to the front entrance and rebuild- 
ing of a terrace were undertaken this year, 
and we fear some extensive work may 
have to be done on the sea wall of an- 
other terrace this coming season. 


45. Lady Pepperrell House, ca. 1760, 

Kittery Point, Maine. 

The Society is greatly helped in the 
care of this handsome house by the vol- 
untary services of a local committee, of 
which Mr. John Mead Howells 1s Chair- 
man, Miss Rosamond ‘Thaxter, Vice 
Chairman, Mrs. Eben Corey, Secretary, 
and Mrs. Joseph Cutts, Mrs. John H. 
Rice, Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan, Mrs. 
Decatur Wright, Mr. Oscar T. Clark 
and Mr. Eben Corey are members. Real- 
izing that at the present time this prop- 
erty has no endowment, this committee 
approved and oversaw the transforma- 
tion of the garage into a cottage for cus- 
todians, as well as loaning both mone 
and furnishings to accomplish it, and laid 
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plans for a benefit Garden Party this 
coming July. 


46. Bradbury-Spaulding House, 1788- 
1791, 28 Green Street, Newburyport, 
Massachusetts. 

The custodians, Mr. and Mrs. Harri- 
son I. Grout, have done many things to 
maintain and improve this property, in- 
side and out, but the proper preparation 
of over half of the house for exhibition 
must await both funds and the coépera- 
tion of a local committee. 


47. The Roger Preston-Reginald Foster 
House, ca. 1640, Ipswich, Massachu- 
setts. 

Over five hundred persons visited this 
house on Ipswich’s 17th Century Day, 
and, no doubt, many of them and others 
who have seen it subsequently appreciate 
the number of things the custodians, Mr. 
and Mrs. Howard Von Suck, do for the 
property such as clam-shell walks, herb 
garden and details of furnishing, that add 
to its effectiveness. 


48. The Marrett Memorial, 1789, Stan- 
dish, Maine. 


Having found through Mr. Harold N, 
Hanold, our Vice-President for Maine 
who most helpfully oversees this property, 
just the right man to have charge of the 
restoration of the old garden, the Society 
has arranged with Mr. Hale M. Dow to 
have work on it begun this summer. Ac- 
cumulated income in the special fund for 
this purpose should be sufficient to accom- 
plish the fundamental work of planning, 
walls, paths, and larger planting. In fol- 
lowing years development can be paced to 
the requirements of maintenance. Unlike 
most, this garden will be laid out so that 
the passerby on the main road can enjoy it. 


49. Robert Hooper House-Rev. Robert 
Parker Memorial, before 1776, 181 
Washington Street, Marblehead, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

This property continues to be closed to 
members and public because of rental 
necessary for its preservation. 


50. Merrell’s Tavern, 1760-1840, South 

Lee, Massachusetts. 

So few persons took the opportunity of 
seeing this old hostelry presented by Mrs. 
Hoopgarner’s presence there on Satur- 
day and Sunday afternoons last summer, 
that a distinct question is raised as to 
what is best to do this year. Income from 
endowment may not even enable the So- 
ciety to keep the structure weather-tight, 
should the need for fundamental repairs 
develop, and, therefore, money cannot 
be spent on its proper furnishing. It would 
seem that only the codperation of a local 
committee in holding a benefit loan ex- 
hibition or in developing some use of the 
property, could solve the problem this 
charming old tavern presents. 


51. Samuel Lincoln House, 182 North 
Street, Hingham, Massachusetts. 


With the finding of a custodian who 
was willing to undertake a good deal of 
the necessary rehabilitation work himself, 
a mortgage was placed on this property 
and the proceeds used to make it ready 
for occupancy. Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Leathers have been in the house since 
January and much has been done by them 
to restore the attractiveness of the 
grounds as well as the appeal of the 
house, two rooms of which are shown as 
a Lincoln family memorial. 


52. Huse House, Camden, Maine. 


Since the terms of the will upon which 
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the Trustees had voted to accept this 
house could not be fulfilled, the Society 
was permitted by court order to use the 
proceeds from its sale by the executor to 
set up a Hosmer-Huse Memorial Fund. 
The income from this fund wil! be used 
for the general purposes of the Society 
thus being both a memorial to his an- 
cestors and of benefit to the Society as 
the testator, Arthur Hosmer Huse, pri- 
marily intended. 

Three important pieces of furniture—a 
Sheraton canopy bed, a Martha Wash- 
ington armchair and a Duncan Phyfe 
type oval table—have been retained by 
the Society and will be identified as re- 
quested in the will. 


53- Clemence-Irons House, 38 George 
Waterman Road, Johnston, Rhode 
Island. 

This interesting house continues in the 
care of Peter Bucci. Its pleasant sur- 
roundings, with trees, lawn and brook, 
should make it possible for historical, pa- 
triotic or social groups to plan an outing 
In connection with a visit to it. 


54- Governor John Langdon Mansion 
Memorial, 143 Pleasant Street, Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire. 

A second year under Mrs. Kremer’s 
wonderful care, and with Miss Vaughan’s 
aid on arrangements and the hostessing of 
Mrs. Lance and Mrs. Gray, has pro- 
vided hundreds of visitors the opportunity 
of appreciating and enjoying this lovely 
house and its surrounding gardens. 


~~ 


55- West-Curtis-Ahl House. 824 Hale 
Street, Beverly Farms, Massachusetts. 


and 


56. Swain-Harrison House, 112 West 
Main Street, Branford, Connecticut. 





There is no change to report in con- 
nection with these properties. 


Administration: 

Throughout the year, the operati n of 
the Society—which includes at least one 
visit to most of our properties and to some 
more than one; interviews and corre- 
spondence with custodians; talks and cor- 
respondence with many persons seeking 
advice on restoration or antiquarian sub- 
jects; conferences with officers, trustees 
and. the Society’s counsel, and innumer- 
able ‘details in connection with our col- 
lections—makes it well-nigh impossible 
for me to accept outside speaking engage- 
ments. But in the hope of spreading the 
purposes and influence of the Society in 
its field, I have, during the period covered 
by this report, served on the Committee 
on Standards and Surveys of the National 
Council for Historic Sites and Buildings, 
and spoken at special or annual meetings 
of several historical societies and museum 
groups, including the National and State 
Parks Section of the American Associa- 
tion of Museums. I have also accepted the 
chairmanship of the section on **Restora- 
tion and Use of Historic Buildings’”’ in 
the Seminars on American Culture to be 
held by the New York State Historical 
Association at Cooperstown, New York, 
from July 5 to 15, 1949. 

In my second year as Director, I have 
become increasingly impressed with, and 
thankful for, the important assets of the 
Society which exist entirely apart from its 
material and financial holdings—namely, 
its officers and trustees, its staff, its cus- 
todians and its members. Their loyalty, 


service and cenerosity to the Socie tv, com- & 


bined with their personal advice, under- 


standing and encouragement, are reall 


what makes possible the carrving on of 


‘ . 5 . 
the Society's aims and purposes. 


. _ 
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An Afternoon at the Lady Pepperrell Mansion 


By Dororuy M. VAUGHAN 


N July 12th the Lady Pepperrell 

Mansion at Kittery Point was a 

scene of a gay party. More than 
three hundred guests from far and near 
came to inspect this lovely pre-revolu- 
tionary mansion, which could never have 
looked lovelier, even in the days of Lady 
Pepperrell. Pretty young ladies in charm- 
ing costumes of the period wandered 
through the spacious rooms greeting the 
guests and showing them the beauties of 
the house and the special exhibits on dis- 
play that day. A very fine collection of 
fans was one of the highlights of the after- 
noon; this exhibit was presided over by 
Mrs. Louis L. Green of Cambridge and 
her daughter, Mrs. William Page. Doro- 
thy Quincy’s wedding gown of yellow 
brocade was worn that afternoon by Mrs. 
kdward P. Wight of Portsmouth, its 
present owner, 

A delightful tea was served in the din- 
ing room, and on the wide porches, as 
well as in the garden. The tea table was 
handsomely decorated and presided over 
by Mrs. Decatur Wright of Philadelphia 
committee of pourers., Virs. 
Joseph Cutts of Kittery Point served as 
chairman of the committee which pre- 
pared the tea. 


and her 


All the rooms in the Lady Pepperrell 
mansion were filled with flowers, ar- 
ranged on that day by a group of the 
Most expert flower arrangers to be found 
in Portsmouth, Kittery and York Harbor. 
Mrs. William White Howells served as 
chairman of this committee and deserves 
particular thanks for her work in secur- 
ing the aid of the foremost flower arrang- 
ers in this section of New England. The 


zuests who came to the party saw as well 


one of the finest small flower shows that 
has been held for a long time. 

Worthy of mention are the sweet little 
Hower girls, also dressed in colonial cos- 
tume, who glided through the garden, in 
and out of the rooms, up and down the 
fine old staircase, selling old-fashioned 
bouquets, which had been made up by 
Mrs. Warren Delano and a committee of 
nimble-fingered young people. 

One of the most interesting items to 
be seen that afternoon was the showing 
of the commission creating William 
Pepperrell a baronet in 1747. This docu- 
ment was taken to England in 1774 by 
his grandson, William Sparhawk, who 
inherited the estate upon his grand father’s 
death in 1759, when he took the name of 
Pepperrell. One hundred and seventy- 
five years have elapsed since this com- 
was taken from NKattery 
Point. It was purchased recently in Lon- 
don by Joseph William Pepperrell Frost, 
of Kittery Point, who is a descendant of 


mission aWAy 


the Pepperrell family. He plans to return 
it to the old Sir William Pepperrell man- 
sion (which he now owns), from which 
it was removed so many years ago. Hang- 
ing near it on the day of the party was the 
Commission granting Sir William his 
arms, given by The College of Heraldry 
at the same time; this document 
‘The 
mouth Athenwum. Mrs. John H. Rice 
was general chairman of the party. 

The Lady Pepperrell Mansion was 
built in 1760, by the widow of Sir Wil- 
liam. It is a delightful house and reflects 
the charm and good taste of Lady Pep- 
perrell, who was Mary, the daughter of 
Grove Hirst of Boston, and 


Was 


loaned for the occasion by Ports- 


a grand- 


e 
1§7 
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daughter of the Hon. Samuel Sewall, 
whose famous diary is read and re-read by 
all students of American history. A copy 
of the Copley portrait of Lady Pepperrell 
has recently been given to the house and 
has been hung in the hall. 

For over thirty years Lady Pepperrell 
lived here in quiet elegance, surrounded 
by her friends and relatives (her daugh- 
ter Elizabeth Sparhawk lived just beyond 
the old church) waited upon by her 
faithful slaves. It takes only a bit of 
imagination to picture this grand lady 
riding in her handsome coach attended 
by her servants, or gliding over the shim- 
mering waters of the Piscataqua River 
in Sir William’s manned by 
Africans in scarlet uniforms. Since her 


barge, 


husband was considered the richest man 
in the thirteen colonies, it is no wonder 
she spent her money in making her home 
a show place. Even today one feels the 
presence of this gracious lady when walk- 
ing through her house and grounds. It is 


— 


interesting to note that in one corner of 
the front lawn is a small cemetery, where 
quietly sleeps Mrs. Mary Gunnison. How 
like Lady Pepperrell to leave her undis- 
turbed and arrange her garden about 
this young woman who died so young. 

Later the Pepperrell mansion became 
the home of the Cuttses, one of Kittery’s 
foremost families. ‘Then, after one inter- 
vening ownership, it was presented in 
1942 to the Society by Mrs. Lovell Hodge 
as a memorial to her father and mother, 
Mr. and Mrs. Howell Lewis Lovell, and 
most of its fine portraits and furnishings 
were presented at that time by Mrs, 
Hodge and Miss Catherine Parry. The 
local committee which cares for the 
headed by Mr. John Mead 
Howells, Chairman; Miss Rosamond 
‘Thaxter, Vice Chairman; Mrs. John H. 
Rice, Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan, Mr. 
and Mrs. Eben Corey, Mrs. Joseph 
Cutts, Mrs. Decatur Wright and Mr. 
Oscar T. Clark. 
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Che G. S. Commemorative Half Dollars 
Relating to New England 


By L.S. LUQUER 


EGINNING with the familiar 

Columbian Half Dollars of 1892- 

1893 down to and including the 
Booker ‘I’. Washington halves struck off 
this year at all three of our national mints, 
there have been exactly 124 silver com- 
memoratives not counting the 1893 Isa- 
bella Quarter and the 1900 Lafayette 
Silver Dollar that go to make up the en- 
tire list of these fascinating souvenir 
medal coins. Of these, eight in particular 
relate specifically to our New England 
and it is about these that I wish to limit the 
scope of this article. 

In 1936, there was published by Mr. 
Charles W. Foster a brochure entitled 
Historical Arrangement of U. 8. Com- 
memorative Coins, in which he breaks 
down those that had been issued to that 
date into a number of categories relating 
to specific phases of our national history. 
Following Mr. Foster’s lead we shall find 
that of our eight New England Com- 
memoratives, three will fall under the 
heading of Colonization, two under the 
heading of our Establishment as a Na- 
tion, one under Growth of the Union, 
and two under that of Simple Memorials. 

The first to be discussed, under the 
heading of Colonization, 1s the more or 
less familiar Pilgrim Tercentenary issued 
to commemorate the landing of the Pil- 
grims at Plymouth, Massachusetts, 1n 
1620. Authorized by Act of Congress of 
May 12, 1920, and executed by the late 
Cyrus E. Dallin, the obverse bears a por- 
trait of Governor Bradford with a Bible 
under his left arm. The reverse shows the 
Mayflower. The issue of 1920 lacked a 
date on the obverse, but those struck the 





following year carried that of 1921 in ad- 
dition to the 1620-1920. There were 
over 150,000 of the 1920 coins issued 
with consequent low degree of rarity and 





Fic. 1 
Pilgrim Tercentenarpy, 1920 


may be purchased in uncirculated condi- 
tion for about one dollar and seventy-five 
cents. On the other hand, the number re- 
leased for circulation in 1921 came to but 
a little over 20,000. Consequently the de- 
gree of rarity for the coin is considerably 
higher and at present costs five dollars and 
fifty cents. 





Fic. 2 
Connecticut Tercentenary, 1935 


In 1935, to commemorate the three 
hundredth anniversary of the founding 
of the Colony of Connecticut, a souvenir 
half dollar wasstruck. Designed by Henry 
Kreiss, the famous “‘Charter Oak”’ is the 
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main device upon the obverse. This is to 
represent the oak in which, according to 
tradition, the Royal Charter was secreted 
during the reign of James IIT who wished 


to revoke it. After the overthrow of 





FIG. 3 
Providence Tercentenary, 1936 


James in 1688, the Charter was produced 
and the Colony continued under its pro- 
tection. Owing to the fact that _ only 
25,000 were struck off, the degree of 
rarity is comparatively high with cur- 
rent cost at seven dollars. 

The third and final coin in our sec- 
tion Colonization is the set of three—one 
by each mint—issued in 1936 to com- 
memorate the three-hundredth anniver- 
sary of the founding of Providence, 


Rhode Island. Arthur 


Designed by 





Fic. 4 
Lexington-Concord Sesqui-Centennial, 1925 


Graham Carey and John Howard Ben- 
son, the obverse shows Roger Williams in 
a canoe being welcomed by an Indian. 
The reverse has the anchor of Hope and 
mantling in the background. “Although 





—— 


the founding of the City of Providence 
was being celebrated, no mention of the 
city is to be found upon the coin.” Onh 
a total of fifty thousand coins, diy ided 
among our three national mints, were 
struck off, resulting in a fairly high de- 
gree of rarity and a present cost per set 
of six dollars and fifty cents. 

Under the heading Establishment as 
a Nation, there are to be found the Lex- 
ington-Concord Sesqui-Centennial Half 
Dollar and the Bennington Half Dollar, 

The two famous battles fought in 1775 
are commemorated on the former coin. 
The obverse bears a reproduction of Mr, 
Daniel Chester French’s statue of the 
Minute Man at Concord; the reverse 





FIG. 5 
Battle of Bennington, 1927 


shows the old Belfry at Lexington. ‘The 
coin was designed by Chester Beach. As 
over 160,000 of the coins were issued, the 
degree of rarity is low and present cost 
stands at two dollars and fifty cents. 
The Bennington coin was authorized 
in 1925 but was not struck until 1927. It 
commemorates the one hundred and fif- 
tieth anniversary of the Battle of Ben- 
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nington and the Independence of Ver- § 


mont. Ihe obverse shows the head of Ira 
Allen, founder of Vermont; the reverse 
bears a catamount. The models for the 
coin were prepared by Charles Keck. 
Over 28,000 were released which does 
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rarity. Present cost is five dollars and 
fifty cents. 

The single specimen to fall under the 
heading Growth of the Union 1s the 
Maine Centennial coin of 1920. Au- 
thorized by Act of Congress of May 10, 
1920, and issued to be sold at the Cen- 
tennial celebration at Portland, these 
coins nevertheless arrived too late for the 
occasion and were sold off by the State 
Treasurer. “The obverse carries the 
Arms of the State of Maine and the re- 
verse a wreath encircling the words 
Maine Centennial 1820-1920. Anthony 
de Francisci designed this coin. Some 
<0,000 were released thereby resulting 
in a low degree of rarity. Present cost 1s 





Fic. 
Haine Centennial, 1920 


about four dollars and fifty cents. 

Under the heading Memorials there 
are to be found the York County, Maine, 
Tercentenary and the City of Bridge- 
port Centennial coins. Designed by Wal- 
ter H. Rich of Portland, the obverse of 
the former shows an adaption of the 
York County Seal and the reverse, 
Brown’s Garrison and stockade on the 
Saco River established 1636. Twenty- 
five thousand were issued and sold afford- 
ing the coin medium rarity. Present cost 
is two dollars and twenty-five cents. 

Authorized by Act of Congress May 
15, 1936, a special half dollar was struck 
to commemorate the one hundredth an- 





niversary of the incorporation of the City 
of Bridgeport. Designed by Henry 
Kreiss, and somewhat reminiscent of 
the earlier Connecticut coin, the obverse 
bears a portrait of the late P. ‘IT. Bar- 





Dork County, Maine, Tercentenary, 1936 


num, one of Bridgeport’s best-known 


citizens. An ultra-modernistic eagle 
dominates the reverse. Slightly over 25,- 


000 were struck giving the coin medium 
rarity with present cost two dollars and a 
half. 

With the exception of the Columbian 
halves, many of which were thrown into 
general circulation following the close 
of the World’s Fair, our commemorative 
coins, while bearing legal tender to the 
amount indicated, are to be considered 





Fic. 8 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, 1936 


chiefly in the light of souvenir, medal- 
coins, issued to help defray the costs of the 
memorial being commemorated and sold 
at a premium in advance of face value. 
While some have been criticized as lack- 
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Old-Time New England 





ing in artistic quality, others are of real 
beauty and add immeasurably to the vari- 
ety and scope of our regular issues. It is to 
be hoped that from time to time, as worthy 
national and state anniversaries 
along, other coins of this nature may be 
struck off and the series continued. 


come 


References . 

A Guide Book of U. S. Coins 1948, R. S. 
Yeoman, Whitman Publishing Company 

Historical Arrangement of U. S. Commem- 
orative Coins, Charles W. Foster, Rochester 
Museum of Arts and Sciences, 1936 Guide 
Bulletin No. 4 

OLD-TIME NEW ENGLAND, Vol. XVIII, No. 
1, July, 1927, Serial No. 49, pp. 46, 47, Mal- 
colm Storer, M.D. 





Note: Commemorative half dollars pres. 
ently in Society Cabinet: 

1892 Columbian 

1893 Columbian 

1920 Maine Centennial* 

1920 Pilgrim Tercentenary* 

1925 Lexington-Concord Sesqui-Centen- 
nial* 

1925 Stone Mountain Memorial 
Vermont 


1927 Bennington Sesqui-Centen- 


nial* 
1926 Oregon Trail 
1926 “S” Mint Oregon Trail 


* Illustrated in this article. 


Figs. 1-4 and 6-8 by courtesy of the Whit. 
man Publishing Company. 

















BANKING CONNECTIONS 


While we are, of course, constantly looking for new business of the 
right kind, it is never our intention to disturb satisfactory relations 
elsewhere. If, however, any change or increase in banking connec- 
tions is contemplated, we would like very much to be kept in mind. 
We welcome opportunities to discuss banking or trust matters at 


any time. 





STATE STREET TRUST COMPANY 
BOSTON 1, MASSACHUSETTS 


MAIN OFFICE: CORNER STATE AND CONGRESS STREETS 
Union Trust Office: 24 Federal Street 
Massachusetts Avenue Office: Cor. Massachusetts Avenue and Boylston Street 


Copley Square Office: 581 Boylston Street 
Safe Deposit Vaults at all Offices 


Member Federal Reserve System 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
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The Harrison Gray Otis House 
141 Cambridge Street 


Boston, Mass. 
& 
The New England Museum of 
The Society for the Preservation of 
RNew England Antiquities 


are both open to Members 
and to the public, on week-days from 9.00 
A.M. to 4.45 P. M. except on Saturdays, 


when the closing hour is 12.45 Pp. M. 
Closed on all Sundays &% Holidays 


Fee to Non-members, 25 cents 





WE BUY & SELL 
RARE AMERICANA 


LD PRINTS and Paintings of American 

Towns, Ships, and Character. 9 American 
Maps. 4 Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. 4 American Gene- 
alogy and Local History. 4 Books on the Arts and 
Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 
4 First Editions of American and English Authors. 


GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 


18 Beacon Street, Boston 








COOLEY ’S Inc. 


Established 1860 
REPAIRING - RESTORING 
REPRODUCTIONS 
CHINA - GLASS - SILVER 


GIFTS 


34 Newbury Street 


KEN. 3827 Boston 

























OLD PAINTINGS and PRINTS 


FAMILY PORTRAITS 
Restored—Cleaned— Framed 


ef) 


Appraisals for Insurance and Inheritance 


OND 


CHARLES D. CHILDS 


169 Newbury Street 


Boston 16, Mass. 


Telephone: COmmonwealth 6-1108 
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79 Chestnut Street 
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: Vhe Craft y Nite vday me gain 


OLD STURBRIDGE 
VILLAGE 
Museum and Crafts Center 


From the skilled hands of our experi 
enced Master Craftsmen creations de- 


signed for today, and reproductions ex 


emplary of another era in our country "s 


history 4 OrnamenratTRonwork -@ 
STENCILING AND Sick Screen PrRinrine 
> FURNITURI © Porrery  -@ Wea 
ING “@ Grist Mitt Propucrs. 

For Craft Preducts Catalog and Information Add? 

MASHAPAUG HOUSE 
OLD STURBRIDGE VILLAGE 
Sturbridge, Mass. 
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JOHN SEYMOUR, Boston Circa 1800 


We attribute this piece to John Seymour who was noted for the exceptionally fine quality of 
mahogany he used. This is evidenced by the brilliantly fMgured matched panels of solid mahogany 


and the typical double-arched inlaid bands at top and bottom. The original blue paint inside both 


sections of the cabinet is a further connection with this maker. 48 inches wide, 86% inches high, 


12's inches deep. $875. Offered subject to prior sale. 


Shreve 


CRUMP & LOW COMPANY 


Antiquartans, Jewelers, Gold and Silversmiths 


BOYLSTON AT ARLINGTON STREET, BOSTON 16, MASSACHUSETTS 














The Harrison Gray Otis House, 1795 
141 CAMBRIDGE STREET, BOSTON 14, MASSACHUSETTS 
THE SOCIETY’S HEADQUARTERS, 
WITH Irs NEW ENGLAND MUSEUM IN THE TWO CONNECTING BUILDINGS IN THE REAR, 





THE MUSEUM 
pes those who come to study or merely to gaze, the Society’s Museum offers an out- 
standing collection of Rogers Groups, Staffordshire Children’s Mugs and two great 
collections of photographic negatives: the Stebbins collection of sailing and steam vessels 
of coastwise and Atlantic services, and the Baldwin Coolidge photographs of portraits. 
More generally, the Museum offers limited collections of Lighting Devices, Chinese 
Export Porcelain and English and American pottery, Sandwich and Portland Glass, Dolls 
and Doll Houses and Furniture, a few eighteenth-century Costumes and Textiles, Basket- 
ware, Toys, Games, early Cooking and Household Implements, Shaker articles, a few 
Military Uniforms and Weapons, some Jewelry and other memorabilia and some Archi- 
tectural relics. 


THE HOUSE 


The first of the three houses of Harrison Gray Otis, built in 1795, contains many of 
Bulfinch’s best details. It is furnished with gifts and loans which include a McIntire four- 
post bed, a splendid mahogany dining table, a Sheraton sofa, two curly maple chests of 
drawers, a knee-hole dressing table, a lacquered Colonial highboy, bell metal fireplace 
furnishings, fine examples of Colonial and Federal furniture and decorations, and some 
early oil portraits. 


Open 9 A.M. to 4:45 P.M.; Saturday g A.M. to 12:45 P.M. 
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